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Egypt's Culture

Minister Farouk Hosni, who recently lost vote for UNESCO leadership, declares

intention to launch &lsquo;culture war against tyranny, dwarf Israel

vis-à-vis Egyptian culture&rsquo;; Outraged minister blames racism, Jews for

UN defeat, according to ynetnews.com



Several days

after having lost the vote for UNESCO's leadership, Egyptian Culture

Minister Farouk Hosni declared Saturday his intention to &ldquo;launch a

culture war against Israel.&rdquo;





In an interview with Egyptian newspaper al-Masri al-Yaum, Hosni charged that he lost the UN vote because of
&ldquo;radicalism, racism, and the Jews,&rdquo; who he claimed attacked him over his harsh views against cultural
normalization vis-à-vis Israel.





Hosni used the interview to declare what he referred to a &ldquo;culture war on tyranny,&rdquo; vowing to challenge
Israel on all fronts, thereby dwarfing its status vis-à-vis Egypt.





&ldquo;Israel's position prompted me to challenge it on a series of issues in order to dwarf Israel vis-à-vis Egypt and its
culture he said. However, he clarified that he is declaring &ldquo;a culture war against tyranny, rather than against the
culture itself.&rdquo;





The Egyptian minister also accused America's UNESCO representative, as well as the envoys of Eastern European
states, Japan, and the Jews for undermining his candidacy.





On Friday, United Arab Emirates newspaper al-Khalig published another interview with Hosni, where he stated that he is
reverting to his traditional stance against normalization with Israel. The Egyptian minister softened his rhetoric ahead of
the UN vote, ostensibly in a bid to boost his chances.
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In previous interviews Hosni claimed that he received harsh emails that included &ldquo;curses from Israelis and from
the Israeli lobby, which controls the media.&rdquo; 
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